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[bookmark: _GoBack]"Youth victimization: Prevalence and implication." 
The report includes national survey findings that aimed to examine the prevalence of physical assault, sexual assault, violent experiences, physical punishment, and their effects on mental health, delinquent behavior, and substance use among young youths. The survey indicated that most victims were between 12 and 17 years old (Kilpatrick, 2003). Some ethnic groups experience more victimization; for example, Black and Native America experience higher cases than Whites and Asians. According to the report, most of the perpetrators are people well known to the victims. More than 80% of sexual assaults are never reported, while more than 60% of physical assaults were not reported (Kilpatrick, 2003). The report proved there is a positive relationship between assault, mental health, and substance use. Adolescents that experienced sexual assault were affected more than five times the negative outcomes among other assaults. Girls were at higher risk of experiencing post-traumatic stress disorder compared to boys of the same age. The effects of adolescents could be monitored whereby they can be advised to seek help when they experience assault and report criminal behavior. The report also suggested that collaboration between law enforcers, the juvenile service system, and victim service will improve the rate of underreported violence cases among adolescents and children.  
Strengths
The strength of this report is that the research is extensive and covers different assault effects on various age brackets. Children are affected differently due to age; some understand more while others do not; hence adolescent and younger children cannot have similar effects in case of assault. The report also covers various risk factors accompanied by preventive measures. For example, the responsibilities that have to prevent such assaults from happening to their children. The report also elaborates each factor and cause, which gives clear information on what to look for when dealing with assault cases or a child who has experienced such traumatic events. It is very informative and helps the reader to understand some of the causes of mental health issues and how a person might help children suffering. I would recommend the report for a person interested in understanding the cause of mental health issues and substance abuse among adolescents. The study findings can be used in future policymaking to help develop policies that would help address mental health issues among adolescents and the victimization they face associated with PTSD. 
Weaknesses of the report
The report does not provide or establish a chronological sequence of substance use, victimization, delinquent behavior, and PTSD among adolescents. The sequence was not established in a longitudinal study where it would have helped predict the risk factors of delinquent behavior, Victimization, PTSD, and substance abuse. The report did not discuss subsequent circumstances that led to assaults; thus, the reader does not understand the main causes of assaults among adolescents. The report also did not discuss the factors contributing to less reporting of violence cases among the youth. The interventions to encourage reporting of such cases of violence the causes of underreporting must be established. Lastly, the data collected was sampled from a group of adolescents that had a telephone at their homes and ignored the most vulnerable groups, such as juvenile correctional centers and the homeless. 
I agree with the report's findings because they are consistent with those of the previous research, which makes them relevant. It is correct to conclude that PTSD is associated with traumatic events and includes sexual assault, violent behavior, and serious injuries. The report links sexual assault to PTSD and substance abuse which is supported by other reports. According to Gong et al. (2019), substance use and PTSD are recurrent among sexual assault victims. In most cases, victims feel sad and hopeless, and they think people do not care about their feelings which prevents them from seeking help from relevant institutions. 
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